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treme north are engaged to a large extent
in hunting and trapping and derive consid-
erable revenue from the sale of furs and the
feathers and down of water fowl.
Transportation. Russia has compara-
tively little seaeoast and few important
ports, but the vast plain occupying most of
the country makes it possible for boats to
navigate nearly all of the streams, most of
which have been canalized. In addition to
these, there are many miles of canals connect-
ing the different river systems, so that it is
possible for boats to pass from the White
Sea to the Caspian Sea and the Black Sea and
from the Caspian Sea to the Baltic Sea.
European Russia has a larger canal mileage
than any other country.
The Russian. Empire had an extensive com-
merce, carried on chiefly with Great Britain
and Germany. The United States also had an
important share. The exports consisted al-
most wholly of wheat, flour and leather,
while the imports were raw material for
manufactures, particularly cotton; manu-
factured goods, including clothing, machin-
ery and scientific instruments, and food-
stuffs. Under early conditions in the Soviet
Union, induced by suspicion and lack of
credits, commerce declined, but with leading*
nations it has been re-established.
Literature. The oldest writings in the his-
tory of Russian literature are translations
from the Old Church Slavic language of re-
ligious works, parts of the Bible and rituals
for Church service. The most important of
the earliest writers was Nestor, who lived
early in the twelfth century, and who wrote
a celebrated Chronicle, which is not extant.
From the time of the destructive invasion of
the Mongols, in the thirteenth century, until
the seventeenth century, life in Russia was
on a low plain intellectually, but under Peter
the Great literature began to revive. Not
only did the new literature show forth the
national spirit, but it began to have a dis-
tinctly European character. Throughout the
eighteenth century the growth continued, and
to one man of that century, more than to any
other person, belongs the credit for fixing the
literary form of the language. This was
Lomonosoff! (1711-1765), whose most impor-
tant works were his writings on versification
and rhetoric. During the reign of Catharine
II, French influence was paramount, but this
.was superseded about the end of the eight-
eenth century by English and German influ-
 ence. Literature sincerely mirroring the Rus-
sian people, less responsive to foreign in-
fluence, developed under great writers. As
of yesterday the names of Tolstoi, Gogol,
Saltikov, Ostrovsky, and Turgenieff: add lus-
ter to the nation; among to-day's leaders
none are better known than Solugub,
Ivuprin, Merezhkovsky, Tolstoi, and Gorky.
Old Bussia. The area and population of
the Russian domain at the outbreak of the
World War are shown in the table:

division 
sq. Mi. 
population 
Russia in Europe
Russia in Asia
Finland
Internal "Waters 
1,997,310
6,294,119
125,689
347,468 
149,764,000
29,141,500
3,277,100 

8,764,586 
182,182,600 
Russia in Europe extended from the Arctic
Ocean to the Black and Caspian seas, and
from the Ural Mountains to the Baltic Sea
and the former boundaries of Germany and
Austria-Hungary. It occupied over half of
the continent, and was about two-thirds as
large as the United States. Russia in Asia
included Siberia, the Steppes Provinces,
Turkestan and Transcaspia. In this vast
empire there was a great diversity of races
and peoples, not only in the Asiatic portion
but in the European. In Asia the ezar ruled
over 6,000,000 Russians, and numerous Ar-
menians, Mongols, Persians, Turkomans,

PEOPLE 
NUMBER 
LOCATION 
Great Kussians 
65,000,000 
Center of Euro- 


pean Russia; 


also in north and 


east 
Iiittle Russians 
20,000,OOC 
The Ukraine, 


north of the 


Black Sea 


Four govern- 
White   Russians 
6,000,OOC 
ments in the 


west 
Cossacks (Little 
3,000,00(1 
Bast and south- 
Kussians in 

east 
speech) 


Poles 
8,000,000 
Poland and 


western prov- 


inces 
Germans 
2,000,000 
Baltic provinces, 


Poland,   south 


Russia 
Swedes 
300,000 
Finland 
Finns and 
3,500,000 
Finland 
Karelians 


Esthonians
Letts and Lithu- 
650,000
3,500,000 
Baltic regions
Baltic regions, 
anians 

Lithuania, 


Poland 
Iranians 
1,300,000 
Caucasus 
Rumanians 
1,100,000 
Bessarabia, 
Jews 
5,000,000 
Southwest,  west 
Tatars and other Orientals* The complexity
of nationality in European Russian is indi-
cated by the summary above.

